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dominance and leadership while on the other hand it was burdened
by colonial insufficiency and dependence. This dichotomy resulted from
the failure of the South to emerge from its almost purely agricultural
status.
Until well after independence the South had experienced a normal
social evolution. Like certain other raw regions with similar physio-
graphic conditions it had undertaken to live by planting, with slave
labor in use on the larger farms, a characteristic of "colonial" economy.
Then, just at a time when it normally would have diversified its in-
terests and substituted white for slave labor, the upswing of the English
Industrial Revolution and the invention of the cotton gin encouraged
enterprising large planters to invest heavily in land and slaves and in-
duced the multitude of small farmers who owned few or no slaves to
raise cotton almost exclusively in order to take advantage of the insistent
demand for the crop.
While these circumstances were keeping the South in its colonial
economy, its economic dependence on other regions, the section was
dominating the politics of the Union. It kept its unified political power
in part because of this very same colonialism. Elsewhere the greater
variety of interests, the freer movement of population and the swifter
growth of communities had carried many able citizens into nonpolitical
preoccupations, while southern leaders kept government as their prin-
cipal interest. Also the greater inertia of southern communities meant
that their representatives in government held longer terms and gained
rights of seniority very effective in enabling them to direct congressional
politics and legislation. Furthermore the South had an almost feudal
respect for leaders and gave greater adulation and support to them than
was accorded elsewhere.
The fact that the South was dominant in the federal government at
a time when its interests were diverging from those of the rest of the
nation enabled the section so to use its power as to endanger the unity
of the Republic. The growth of the nation had brought home to the
South certain economic and social disadvantages rising from its con-
tinued colonial status. .When southerners sought to participate in the
westward advance, to carry their institutions, their attitudes, and their
property into the more southern territorial regions, there to establish